This is a very long message. It contains lots of details about the last days of rehearsal, the performances next weekend, costumes and hair styles.  Please read it carefully.  If after reading it, you have any questions, please feel free to call me. (252) 531-7423

All right...to begin:
Please be assured that the costume design for the show considers, as much as possible, your child’s comfort and sensibilities. Sometimes children or parents are unhappy with the “look” of a costume.  While a sense of style is a wonderful attribute in the social development of children, please keep in mind that this is a cooperative and integrated effort.   Changes in costumes are not allowed unless cleared through me or Vicki Everhart, the wardrobe mistress.  

Smiles and Frowns Playhouse generally provides all the necessary costume items for your children.  We ask you to provide socks/tights and underclothing.  However, there are some actors in this show who were to provide their own shoes.   MONDAY, November 6th, please bring them to the theater with you. I would like to make sure that we have everything that is needed for each costume. They will be returned to you on Tuesday with the other parts of your costume.

Tuesday night (don’t forget to wear your pajamas for pajama night!)  costumes and shoes will be handed out to the actors as they leave.  If a part of an actor's costume is not ready, none of that actor's costume pieces (including shoes) will be distributed.  In that case, report to the theater on Wednesday in street clothes for the technical rehearsal.

The shoes you will be given are not designed to be worn outside, especially not when it is wet.  Please keep their use on exterior surfaces to a minimum and wear other shoes and bring your costume shoes with you if it has been raining or rain is forecast during the performance.

Please do not eat or drink in your costume, except for the snacks and water provided backstage during the show.  

Please be sure to wear antiperspirant while in costume.  We do not wash the costumes until after the end of the performances.
 
Hats, aprons, jewelry etc. are considered props and will not be sent home with you on Tuesday.  They will be available for you to put on when you arrive at the theater.  They will be placed for you along the bottom level of the bleachers in alphabetical order on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  Wednesday they will be on the front row of seats in the auditorium.  Please return them to their correct place before leaving the theater.

Wednesday night — You will wear your costume to the theater for the technical dress rehearsal.  That includes your socks and shoes. Your hair needs to be styled as requested.  You do not need to wear your makeup.  Please bring a set of clothes to wear home Wednesday night in case we have to keep your costume to make last-minute alterations.

Thursday, Friday and Saturday— report to the theater in costume with hair styled and make-up completed at your assigned call time.  (Information about makeup and call times will be posted separately.)

Hosiery Notes:
Actors wearing knickers:  Spades and diamonds (running crew) need to wear dark (preferably black) trouser socks.  They need to stay up and cover all the skin of the lower leg.  Clubs and male heart child need to wear white or off-white trouser socks.  

Flowers and the Frog Footman: Will receive green socks to wear with their costumes.  

Tweedledum and Tweedledee: Will receive knee socks to wear with their costumes.

Queen of Hearts:  Needs to wear nude colored pantyhose or tights

Other actors, male or female, need to wear dark trouser socks that do not stand out in contrast with their black shoes and pants or dresses and skirts.  I would encourage black ones as they will blend with the dark shoes.

General hair notes:  
If your hair will not stay in place when it is pulled back or braided, please use bobby pins and hair spray to immobilize the wandering strands.  

Daisy:
If at all possible please have your pixie cut trimmed neatly.  

Jessie and Katie B.:
Your hair will be used to create your ears.  Please come with clean hair and be prepared to wait a bit longer for your hair to be styled correctly on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

Makayla and Anna:
Please pull your hair back from your face and restrain it behind your ears or in a low ponytail.

Actors playing animals:  
Since you will be wearing a hood, keep your hair pulled back so it doesn’t show outside of the hood.  Long hair should be braided so it can be run down the back of your head into the neck of your costume.

Actors playing males (spades, clubs, diamonds, courtiers, heart child, Hatter, Executioner, Knave, King):
Your hair needs to be well-groomed and not hanging around your face or into your eyes.  Use hair spray and bobby pins to hold it in place. If it is long enough, please braid it and make sure the braids are secure.  Females playing males, your hair needs to be restrained in such a manner as to lay flat down your back, or disappear into your collar, i.e. the Hatter

Flowers:
[bookmark: _GoBack]If your hair is long enough, please style it to make a bun on the top of your head.  This will help keep your headpiece in place.  If your hair is not that long, please make sure it is controlled with hairspray and bobby pins.  We will use more bobby pins to fasten on your headpiece.

Makenna and Riley:  
Your hair needs to be restrained into a bun and the flyaway hairs controlled with hairspray.  Duchess can have a looser bun with waves and a few loose curls.

Emery and She’Nazyonna:
Your hair needs to be pulled back into single or double braids or pulled back in a hairband so the hair stays behind the ears.

Emerson, MacKenzie, Alston:
Your hair can be pulled in a bun with a few loose curls or left hanging down with the sides pulled up and back and secured.

Final Costume notes: 
Pants must be worn around the natural waist and generally shirts are to be tucked in.  The spades will wear their shirts untucked.  Remember, extra pieces such as hats and aprons are considered props and will not be sent home.  Please do not wear your own jewelry. NO earrings, watches, bracelets, necklaces, etc.  If you wear corrective glasses, please consider leaving them backstage during the performances unless you require them to avoid tripping and falling on stage (Safety First).

TO RECAP:  Final thoughts/reminders.....

Come dressed in your costume (no makeup) on Wednesday night with your hair fixed and the right socks and shoes. Please also bring "street" clothes in case there are any problems with your costume.   All costumes assigned to you remain the property of Smiles and Frowns Playhouse.  As such, they are to be treated with care.  We do not launder the costumes during the run of the show.  They are cleaned after the show closes. 
  
Thursday night is a full-dress rehearsal. Actors will need to report at the theater in full costume and make-up as indicated in a separate communication about call times. 
  
No eating or drinking while in costume. Please be sure to wear antiperspirant while in costume. 

Be sure that you come to the final performance on Saturday with “street” clothes. You will not be allowed to leave before returning your costume. 
  
Scripts must also be returned after the final performance. Actors will not be allowed to audition again until scripts and costumes are returned. 

Thank you so much for reading all the way to the end of this very long document.  Like I wrote earlier, if you have any questions about this information, please feel free to call me. (252-531-7423)
 
I'm looking forward to another amazing show. 

Susan McCrea

